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GWB: 


RE: Use of Statistics on Shipping to Cuba 


I suggest that you cite as few figures as possible 
on shipping into Cuba, That may embroil you in impossible 
complications. The figures are, frankly, a mess. The 
problems include: 

- different security classifications; 

- different standards of preparation from 
different agencies; 


- different time periods; 

- confusion among "trips", "voyages", and 
"calls"; 

- different classifications and topics « 

The results are not totally reconcilable. 

The statement in your prepared text is substantially 
accurate. About two- thirds of the ships calling in Cuba 
during 1962 have been; foreign flag. A little over one- 
half of the ships calling have either been Soviet ships 
or Free World ships chartered by the Soviet Union. About 
60% of the foreign flag ships are Greek, UK, West German, 
and Norwegian— in that order. 

I don f t think you should say much more. 
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